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RULES AND ENTRY DETAILS
1. The Competition is open to any composer living and resident in the UK.

2. One cash prize £1000 will be awarded to the winner. Other certificates may be awarded.
3. The composition must be completely original. However, lyrics can be used which the composer can prove are out of copyright or for which the composer has written permission for their use. (Evidence should accompany the entry.) Please see “Background and Timeline” for further information.

4. The composition must not have previously been submitted for publication, any form of competition or previous performance.

5. The composition must be set for male voice choir (TTBB) and can be aimed at either a teenage or older ensemble (please state with the entry). Scores not appropriately laid out will not be adjudicated.

6. The composition must not exceed three minutes in length and may be accompanied or unaccompanied. The composition will be judged on its musical merit and suitability of text to the chosen singing formation but not the actual choice of lyrics / text.

7. All copyright will rest with the composers. However, by entering this Competition, the composer gives permission for the composition to be copied and distributed to choirs attending the Festival in May 2013 for probable performance during one or more of the Gala Concerts during the Festival.

8. In addition, the composer also gives permission for the piece to be copied and sung at the presentation ceremony in September 2012 and prior to any possible publication.

9. The composition can be submitted on paper or electronically. Any electronic format  (Sibelius, etc.) is possible but please discuss with the Festival Director with regard to score printing.
10. The winning composition will be submitted for publication to a publisher of male voice music. However, no guarantee is either given or implied that any item will actually be published. Any subsequent contract for publication will be between the composer and publisher. The Festival accepts no responsibility whatsoever other than the process of submission for possible publication.

11. Cornwall International Male Voice Choral Festival Ltd hereby relinquishes all and any rights in publication of music submitted as a result of the competition as long as such publication is after the Festival ends on 6th May 2013.

12. In all cases, decision of the adjudicator is final. No correspondence will be entered into.

Contd.

13. The cost of entry is £10-00p per item submitted. 

14. Entries should be submitted together with the application form and appropriate fee to: Peter Davies, Festival Director, 47 Deeping St James Road, Northborough. Peterborough. Cambs. PE6 9BT to arrive no later than the closing date of Friday 30th March 2012. 

15. Electronic entries may be submitted (giving the information on the attached form and attaching a Sibelius file to the email) to: peter@cimvcf.org.uk. Electronic bank transfer details can be supplied on request.

16. The Festival accepts no responsibility for any items sent in the post which do not arrive.

17. Adjudication will take place during April. The prize will be awarded and the winner announced at the presentation evening to be held at Truro College during September 2012 when the winning item will be sung by a male voice ensemble.
2012 COMPOSERS’ COMPETITION       ENTRY FORM

NAME

.………………………………………………...................................................……………………………………..

ADDRESS

.………………………………………………...................................................……………………………………..



.………………………………………………...................................................……………………………………..



.………………………………………………...................................................……………………………………..



POST CODE
……………............……..…………
Tel No. .…………………....................…………

Email  

.………………………………………………...................................................……………………………………..
COMPOSITION TITLE 

……………………………...……...................................................……………………….
ENTRY FORMAT


Paper  

/    

Electronic (Sibelius)  Version ………………

SINGING FORMAT


Adult Male Voice Choir
      /
Teenage Male Voice Choir

Permission to use previously published text / lyrics is attached
Yes    /    Not required

(Please delete that which does not apply)
I enclose herewith £10-00p entry fee (per item submitted)
(Cheques payable to ‘Cornwall International Male Voice Choral Festival Ltd.’)

In signing below I agree to be bound by the competition rules.

Signed

……………….....................………………………..  
Date
…………………………….

Background and Timeline

Male voice choirs traditionally perform a wide range of music from Welsh and English Hymnody, American spiritual and folk music through to classical opera choruses, modern pop song arrangements and some folk arrangements. The music is sung in four harmonising parts, usually (but not exclusively) accompanied by piano (sometimes organ) but rarely other instrumental formats. Choirs average 45 members.

The parts of a male voice choir range are: second bass with a range over the octave and a half below middle C (but very occasionally up to the E above middle C); first bass (or baritone) with a range of approximately an octave and a half below the E above middle C; second tenor with a range from the E below middle C to no higher than the G above middle C (and then only by exception); first tenor which rarely ranges below middle C and can reach the A, B or exceptionally, the C above middle C.

Male voice scoring is in traditional polyphony format with little contrapuntal movement. The majority of singers cannot read music and learn mostly by rote. However, that does not prevent some quite stunning effects, sounds and dynamics. It just takes longer to learn! 

Most male voice choirs keep items in repertoire for a considerable time (two or more years is not unusual) because of the learning involved. The winning piece in this competition needs to be able to stand the test of time and be used in a variety of performance venues throughout the singing year and for a variety of audiences. Most male choirs perform in churches though many also use concert halls and similar venues. Audience size averages 150 but many choirs perform to much larger audiences on occasion.

It should be remembered when composing for male voice choirs that a National Championship, very successful for many years into the 1980s, eventually foundered because the pieces being composed as “test pieces” became increasingly difficult to learn. Less and less choirs had the time, will and skill available and, no matter how stunning the piece, are now very rarely if ever performed.

The timeline for the competition is as follows:

Competition announced and entries welcomed from

November 14th 2011
Deadline for receipt of entries




Friday 30th March 2012 

Adjudication






During April 2012
Formal Presentation Ceremony, winner announced and 

performance in the presence of Festival presidents, 

Board members, patrons and sponsors at Truro College

tba September 2012
The Adjudicator
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Described by the Secretary of State for Wales as 'A legend - not only a credit to the world of music, but to the Welsh nation’, Alwyn Humphreys is Conductor Emeritus of internationally acclaimed Morriston Orpheus Choir having conducted it for 25 years. During that time he conducted concerts across the world including the Carnegie Hall, New York and the Sydney Opera House He has recorded albums with the choir (three of which won ‘Best Choral Record‘ awards) and made countless TV appearances.
Born in Bodffordd, Isle of Anglesey, North Wales, Alwyn was Principal Violist of the National Youth Orchestra of Wales before graduating with honours in music at the University of Hull and Trinity College London. In January 2006, the University conferred the degree of Doctor of Music upon him.
He became a lecturer at the music department of Mabel Fletcher College, Liverpool and then a staff producer/director at BBC Wales, Cardiff, later moving to HTV before becoming a free-lance television presenter. He was created an MBE in the Queen’s 2001 New Year’s Honours List for services to music in Wales.
Alwyn’s musical arrangements for male choir, numbering over 200, are performed by choirs world-wide, with publications in Britain and America. Listed in the ‘International Who’s Who in Music’, he is frequently in demand as a guest conductor and adjudicator at home and abroad.  He is Principal Guest Conductor of the National Chamber Orchestra of Wales and continues to combine his conducting career with that of presenting televised programmes and events, including the National Eisteddfod and the Llangollen International Eisteddfod. He also regularly introduces concert broadcasts by the BBC National Orchestra of Wales.
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